
While the $50 NovaBackup 10 (price as of 7/15/08) has many 
major changes under the hood, the most obvious improvement to 
this package is its in�nitely friendlier user interface. This interface 
mimics the design of one of the best, Microsoft O�ce 2007, with its 
big-button �le menu. Perhaps even more important, 
NovaBackup's layout and work�ow are immaculate--a 
rarity among the comprehensive backup applications 
that NovaBackup competes against. 

Another huge improvement is the addition of disk 
imaging, the backing up of drives and partitions in their 
entirety. I was expecting the feature to be primitive; but 
NovaBackup's implementation, courtesy of Farstone, is 
more than adequate for most users and will likely satisfy 
many professional users. My one complaint: I found the 
imaging module slow at recognizing drives.

You can back up and restore entire drives or single 
partitions, restore individual �les and folders, and even 
perform searches within individual images once you 
mount them as a Windows drive letter. 

I enjoyed my hands-on trials with NovaBackup 10 
tremendously--especially the seamless integration of 
online backup storage. If you have an Amazon S3 or 
NovaStor's Digistor, you can simply add the service as a 
device, enter your user info, and then select it as the 
destination for any of your backups. Not that the backup 
clients for other online services are bad, but using 
NovaBackup's advanced options and GUI simply make it 
that much easier. It also allows you to apply the same 
settings to your local backups so that you're always sure 
you have everything backed up to each location. 

NovaBackup comes with a free, one-year, 2GB DigiStor 
account that is customized to mesh with NovaBackup, 
though you need to provide credit card information to 
use it; if you don't want to keep it, however, the account 
will be canceled, not automatically renewed.
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